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Disclosures
⚫ I have nothing to disclose



Objectives
⚫ To identify controversies and ethical dilemmas in ART

⚫ To to describe the basic legal and medical process of ART 

⚫ To discuss and understand comprehensive, compassionate 
and multi-disciplinary care for fertility patients.







Back in the Day





ART
⚫ Clinical treatments and 

laboratory procedures" 
that involve handling 
human oocytes, ovarian 
tissue, sperm, testicular 
tissue, or embryos in 
vitro, with the goal of 
establishing a 
pregnancy. This… 
encompasses various 
techniques, including … 
(IVF, where eggs are 
fertilized by sperm 
outside the body and then 
transferred to the uterus. 



Before ART
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IVF





Worldʼs First IVF Baby







Extra-Corporeal Gametes







US-Hyperstimulated Ovary



Egg Retrieval



Out Patient Procedure



Egg on Day of Retrieval



Eight-Cell Embryo



Blastocyst





ICSI



Why Lawyers?





Third Party (Collaborative) 
Reproduction







Gamete Donation



Egg Donation
⚫ Recruited for directed donation, banked eggs or known 

donor

⚫ Contract

⚫ Informed Consent

⚫ Screening (medical and psychological), COH, monitoring, 
trigger and retrieval

⚫ Payment & follow-up



Sperm Donation
⚫ Anonymously donated sperm from cryobank or sperm 

provided by known donor

⚫ Selection from bankʼs profiles

⚫ Contract if known donor

⚫ Sperm provided to recipientʼs fertility center 

⚫ Used for IUI or IVF





SURROGACY
• Two types
⚫ Same anticipated 

family building 
outcome

⚫ Different process





Federal Law and ART
⚫ USA has no central authority regulating ART

⚫ Some federal oversight in areas affecting ART
⚫ FDA:  donation/provision of human tissue

⚫ CDC: reporting requirements

⚫ Stem cell research prohibitions  & restrictions

⚫ HIPAA:  protecting private health  information

⚫ DOS: Immigration



Fifty States, Fifty Different Laws
⚫ Law varies widely among the 50 states

⚫ Some states restrict or prohibit

⚫ Others may have enabling/enforcing laws

⚫ Still others have no laws on point.



Legal Safeguards



Controversies and Conundrums





Embryos
⚫ Creation

⚫ Cryopreservation 

⚫ Controversy

⚫ Conflict



Access to Care
⚫ Cost
⚫ Insurance coverage

⚫ Insurance mandates

⚫ Emerging coverage issues
⚫ Fertility preservation
⚫ Social

⚫ Oncofertility 

⚫ Patient Education

⚫ Availability of Services











Where will it Stop?





Thank You for Your 
Attention!




